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the indemnity received from China as well as the revenue
from increased taxation was spent in warlike preparations, and
in the development of those institutions and organisations
which would add to the strength of Japan. The action of
the European Powers thus reacted on themselves not only
by raising the military spirit in Japan, but was also the
cause of inspiring her with the ambition to become the
champion of the down-trodden countries of the East, and
by her counsel and example and, if necessary, her assist-
ance enable them to obtain the same measure of independ-
ence and power as herself.

Even the spirit of the Chinese Court was roused when
they saw their territories being filched from them, piece by
piece, but the great body of the people were apathetic.
Steps, however, were taken to form volunteer associations
for the purpose of resisting foreign aggression. From the
want of proper control these rapidly assumed the form of
an anti-foreign rebellion, which led, in 1900, to cruel
excesses in the provinces of Shantung and Chili, and
placed the foreign communities in Tientsin and Peking
in positions of extreme peril. During the troubles which
ensued the Japanese won increased respect among the
nations of the world, and proved that they were able to
bear themselves under very trying circumstances in a manner
which compared favourably with that of the representatives
of other nations. When the foreign Legations in Peking
were defending themselves against overwhelming odds, the
Japanese contingent of the foreign troops In China came
to their rescue and won the admiration of the world by
their bravery, skill, and good conduct. It has been truly
said that " when all alike were tried in the same fire the
peoples of Europe learned to their humiliation that the
largest measure of restraint was exercised, not by white
men, but by the soldiers of an Oriental Power."

As Great Britain was the first Foreign Power to recognise
the freedom of Japan from foreign jurisdiction, she was
also the first to follow that up by a treaty of alliance which